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CAMPAIGN DEMANDS

1
2 Meaningful and 

substanstive participation of women 
in Afghanistan representing diverse 

women’s interests in the peace talks must 
be ensured by the government of Afghani-

stan and the international community, as 
essential to establishing lasting peace and in 

accordance with UN Resolution 1325.
3 Women’s citizens’ rights already enshrined in 
the current Afghanistan constitution, as well as laws 
protecting women’s rights (e.g. Elimination of Violence 
against Women Law) will not be negated, repealed
or rendered unenforceable or unimplementable.

4 Women’s human rights – including the right to education, 
health, freedom of movement and employment, right to political 

participation, right to be free of gender-based violence, and the right to 
own and inherit property must not be reversed in this process. 

6 Autonomy of and support for the Afghanistan Independent Human 
Rights Commission (AIHRC) must be ensured by the national government and 

the peace agreement.7 Continuous and unequivocal 
government support for the 

(MOWA) including adequate 
funding should be part of the 
peace agreement.

Women Living Under Muslim Laws 

8 The continuous autonomy and freedom of civil society organizations, 
including women’s rights and feminist groups, must be ensured and made part of 

the peace agreement, and the national government must ensure and earmark 

10 The peace agreement must establish an appropriate Truth and 
Reconciliation Forum with the goal of cultivating and promoting 
peace and reversing the culture of violence and intolerance. 

5 The United Nations, including 
gender experts, must be involved in 
the peace talks to ensure a process 
that is in line with international law.

NO PEACE WITHOUT WOMEN’S 
RIGHTS IN AFGHANISTAN

9 The peace agreement must reiterate 
that all citizens regardless of their gender, 

ethnicity and religion are equal before the law. 

Together with the women of Afghanistan and feminist organizations and global and regional partners and supporters, 
Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) is launching a campaign: No Peace without Women's Rights in Afghanistan. 
The campaign support’s women’s demand for meaningful engagement in the process of peace talks with the Taliban. 

While engaging in peace talks based on justice and respect for human rights is key to a long-lasting peace, WLUML believes 
the minimum symbolic representation of women and the UN from peace talks with the Taliban is part of a disturbing trend, 
creating a precedent of an even broader exclusion of women’s equality advocates across the region.  As there is no evidence 
that the Taliban have reassessed their extreme approach to the rights of women, girls and minorities, the Taliban’s return to 
power may also have severe consequences for all women living in Muslim contexts, as fundamentalists elsewhere may see 
this as a vindication of their regressive gender ideologies. 

WLUML and its partners believe that the active presence of women’s human rights defenders in the peace process is crucial 
to prevent these deep threats to women’s and girls’ human rights, and to protect hard-won gains for gender justice. 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE CAMPAIGN

1In partnership, build capacity of women’s human rights organizations and activists in Afghanistan
involved in the peace process on i) progressive religious interpretations/approaches supportive of women’s 
human rights; and ii) a feminist comparative analysis of the draft Taliban-proposed constitution in order to support 
their negotiations for a new constitution which ensures women‘s human rights.  

2   from Canada, Indonesia, Norway, Sweden,  Tunisia, the United States,  and other 
relevant countries to pressure the negotiating parties (Taliban, Afghanistan, U.S.) to ensure meaningful and 
substantial participation of women in Afghanistan and civil society in the peace process and to ensure women 
and girls’ human rights are protected in the current  constitution and in the peace process.  

3 Increase public pressure on the negotiating parties
and women’s rights networks and organizations worldwide - particularly those based in Muslim contexts, in the 
Central & South Asia region - through sensitization and awareness-raising on the broader historical and transna-

and calls for transnational solidarity. 

4 Engage with key UN mechanisms (particularly the Security Council, Human Rights Council and Special 
Procedures) to improve participation of women in Afghanistan in peace talks, and to ensure their human rights are 
upheld within an international setting. We aim to promote the UN’s role in overseeing negotiations to increase 
multilateral pressure on negotiating parties to enhance compliance with campaign demands. 
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PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 
•   Webinars - to raise awareness on various aspect of women and 
peacemaking
•   Interviews - with experts  and women’s movement leaders
•   Publications - on constitution making and  constitutionalizing      
women’s rights
•   Social Media Campaigns, including an online petition
•   Media engagement
•    on the 
impact of Taliban’s gender ideology
•  National and global-level lobbying
•  Inviting progressive scholars of Islam to comment on the 
position of  Taliban on women’s rights and the  role of the state 

JOIN US NOW WLUML
Women Living Under Muslim Laws


